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Tiruvenkadu Temple
(Sri P. 8. Pillai, M. A., Govt. College, Kumbakonam.)

Thiruvenkadu is a village of puranic impor-
tance in South India - Tanjore District. It is eight
miles south-east of Shiyali Railway Station. It

is not far distant from Kaveripoompattinam (of

Saint Pattinathar fame) which is on the banks of
the Kaveri.

Mention is made of Thiruvenkadu even in
the great epic Valmiki Ramayana. The history
and legend of the place was written in Sanskrit
by Soodha Muniver. Andin 1836 Saiva Rllappa
Navalar rendered it in Tamil. Of the six places
equally important as Kasi (Benares) this place,
also called Swetharanyeswara Kshethra, stands
first and foremost. 1t is widely believed that to
be born, to live, to worship, and to die in this
Kshethra lands one to moksha.

In such a place of pilgrimage is sitnated
the splendid saivite Temple of Sri Swetharan.
yeswarar. The two characteristic towers (gopurams)
-the eastern and the western - keep constantly
before the visitors’s mind the cxistence of the
spiritual world. All the principal deities of the
Hindu Pantheon are found here. The God is
Sri Swetharanyeswarar. Goddess is Sri Brahma-
vidyambal, having a separate shrine of Her own.
The God Sri  Aghoramurthi is the important
deity, The image of this Lord standing Wwith
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His Soolam appears to be tall and terrible. The
piecc of mythology about Him, found below, is
interesting and important. On every Sunday the
Aghora Pooja is prominent and attracts a large
crowd. There is Nataraja Sabha - Tiruvenkadu is
also called Adi Chidambaram - where Sri Nataraja
is in His Navathandava form.

The novelity about this shrine is the exis-
tence of the symbols of Sangu (conch) and Chakra
(Discus), thereby showing the Oneness of God-
The “chief sthala vriksha is the Vadapala tree under
~ which' is found the Rudrapadha.

The Mukkula Theertham is the unique feature
in Tiravenkadu Temple. The three theerthams
(holy tanks) arc found within the prakara walls.
The significance of them is stated separately.

The Tamil saints, Tirn Gnanasambander, Appar,
and Sundarar visited this shrine and sang
devotional hymns in praise of the place and the
presiding Lord. It is only here Pattinathar got
Grace of God. Indra who is associated with the
celestial  elephant Airavatham, conducted the
Indra Mahotsavam here to Sri Swetharanyeswarar.
And even to-day the same festival take place
annually in a grand and gracious style in the
Tamil month of Masi.

The legend of Aghoramurthi runs as follows.
The notorious Asura Marutwasura was causing
great havoc to the Devas. At the advice of Maha
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Vishnu, the Devas, seized with terror, approached  8ri
Swetharanyesvarar and begged for help. Ther®
upon Sri Swetharanyeswarar directed the Nandi-
geswarar t0 over come the mighty Asura. But
the Nandi was disfigured in the fight. With
one of his five faces, Swetharanyeswarar created
Aghoramurthi, a terrible commander, and ordered
Him to deal with the wicked Asura. Agora-
murthi fought with the demon, dcfeated, and
crushed him under His feet.

It has been said that the Mukkula Theertham
deserves special mention. At the request of Parvathi,
Paramesvara danced in Tiruvengadu. Three sparks
sprang up through His three cyes. They became
the three theerthams -the Agni theertham, the
Soorya theertham, and the Chandra theertham. It is
said that Brahma bathed in the Mukkula theer:ham
and got Grace at the hands of Sivaperaman. Not long
ago, Meikanda devar—the gratest authority in the
Siva  Siddanta philosophy—was born to his
karkarthar parents as a result of their holy
bath in the Mukkunlam. To conclude, Sambandar
aptly describes the greatness of the theertham.
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